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DofE with a difference continues to be updated  

www.DofE.org/DofEwithadifference 

https://www.dofe.org/dofewithadifference


Expeditions with a difference 
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• We have experience of expeds with a 

difference from additional needs secure 

estate  

 

• Involves doing an expedition in limited 

space and completing a series of team 

challenges requiring both mental and 

physical skills, before camping outside – 

for example, in school grounds – for one 

or more nights.  

 

• We’ll publish resources to help all our 

LOs deliver this model for their 

participants when Government 

guidelines make it possible.  



Different time of year 
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In this case, we’ll enable some rule 

changes:  

 

• Assessors can temporarily be known to 

the group (already announced)  

 

• We’ll relax the rules around 

recommended environments, so 

participants don’t have to leave their 

local area to complete an expedition – 

for example, Gold expeditions would be 

able to take place outside of wild 

country.   

 

• At Silver and Gold level, practice 

expeditions and qualifying expeditions 

can be delivered ‘back to back’.   

If social distancing rules are 

relaxed much later this year, we 

may need to support LOs to run 

several expeditions in a short time. 

 

This is likely to be outside the 

‘usual’ expedition season – 

although DofE expeditions can 

always be run at any point of the 

year.  



Expeditions in November/December 
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Practice Expeditions 

• Practice expeditions will still be 

required at Silver and Gold.  They 

are an essential part of the safety 

planning and training for teams at 

these levels 

• Remember many participants will 

have completed previous 

expeditions over 12 months ago 

• Think about the minimum 

timescales - 2 nights and 2 days for 

both Gold and Silver practice 

expeditions 
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Want to move on, but can’t complete an 
expedition? 

For those participants who simply won’t have the 
chance to complete an expedition this year and want to 
progress from Bronze to Silver, we’ll introduce two 
temporary rule changes 

 

• At Bronze level, participants who have completed 
their Skills, Physical and Volunteering sections – 
achieving the 2020 DofE Certificate of Achievement 
– and progress to Silver, will be treated as if they 
have completed the previous Award level. This 
means they’ll only have to complete 6 months of 
activity, not 12.  

 

• Participants who do this will be able to use their 
Silver practice expedition as their qualifying 
expedition at Bronze, so they’ll achieve their 
Bronze Award then.   
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Something different 
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• We’re also investigating the possibility of introducing 

new experiences for participants later this year.   

• We want to find ways of delivering the same learning 

outcomes as the Expedition section, but that can be 

delivered safely to participants who can’t do a 

traditional expedition because of social distancing.  

  

 



The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 

 
 

DofE are very keen to be working 

with Local Authorities, as pupils 

return to school and that the 

Outdoor Learning opportunities 

that  DofE can provide, be part of 

the “blended” educational offer to 

young people. 



The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 

 
 

Pete Moir - DofE Scotland 

 

peter.moir@dofe.org  
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